LOUISIANA PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING
AND LAND SURVEYING BOARD
9643 BROOKLINE AVENULE, SUITE 121
BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA 70809-1443
(225) 925-6291

IN THE MATTER OF: ) CASE NO.: 2013-71

) .
SYNTERGY L.L.C. )
)
RESPONDENT )
)
)

CONSENT ORDER

The Louisiana Professional Engineering and Land Surveying Board {hereinaficr the
“Board”], by and through its Executive Director, pursuant to authorization by the Board, and
Syntergy L.L.C. [hereinafler “Respondent”], by and through its duly authorized undersigned
representative, iereby agree to the following:

At all times material hereto, Respondent was not licensed in the State of Louisiana as a
professional engineering firm and, therefore, was not authorized to practice and/or offor to
practice engineering in the State of Louisiana. Respondent subsequently became licensed in the
State of Louisiana as a professional engineering firm, number EF-5372, effective July 2, 2013.

An investigation was opened based upon the Board’s receipt of information which
suggested that Respondent may have engaged in the unlicensed practice of and/or offering to
practice engineering in Louisiana. The investigation disclosed that between May 2009 and June
2013 Respondent admittedly (a) represented on its websile that it was an “engineering firm
specializing in energy management”, (b) condected business in Louisiana and (c¢) maintained an
office in Baton Rouge, Louisiana.

La. R.S. 37:681 and 37:700{A)X1), (7) and (9), o wii LAC Title 46:1.XJ§2301(13),
prohibit the practicing of and/or offering Lo practice engineering and the use of the words
“engineer”, “engineering” or any inodification or derivative thereof in a person’s name or form of
business or activity in Louisiana withowt proper licensure. La. R.S. 37:700(H) permits the Board
to take cn_forcemcnt aclion against persons who violate La. R.S. 37:681 and 37:700(A)(1), (7

“and '!(95, to-n v;l LAC‘ Ti;fle: 46:1.X1§2301(B), upon a finding of guilt following the preferral of

charges, notice and hearing and a majority vote of ils entire membership authorized to participate
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in the proceeding. La. R.8. 37:081, La. R.S. 37:700(A)(1), (7) and (9), La. R.S. 37:700(H) and
LAC Title 46:LXI§2301(B) were in effect at all times material herelo.

It is undisputed that belween May 2009 and June 2013 Respondent was not licensed to
practice and/or ofler to practice engineering in Louisiana and that during this time petiod
Respondent represented on its website that il was an “engineering firm specializing in cnergy
management.”

By letter dated February 7, 2014, the Board gave notice to Respondent that it was
considering the preferral of charges against Respondent on the grounds that it may have violated
La. R.S. 37:681 and 37:700(A)(1), (7) and (9), fo wit LAC Title 46:1.X1§2301(B), relative to
offering to praclice engineering and using the words “engineer”, “engineering” or any
modification or derivative thereolin a person’s nane or form of business or activity in Louisiana
without proper licensure.

Wishing to dispense witlt the need for further enforcement action and to conclude the
instant proceeding without further delay and expense, for the purpose of this proceeding only,
Respondent and the Board do ‘hercby enter into this Consent Order, in which Respondent of'its
own frec will consents to the issuance of a Consent Order by the Board, wherein Respondent
agrees to (a) pay a fine of one thousand ($1,000.00) dollags, (b) pay admin.islrative costs of four
hundred seventy-four and 50/100 ($474.50) dollars and (c) the publication of this Consent Order
on the Board’s website and a summary ol Lhis matter in the Board’s official journal, the Louisiana
Engineer and Surveyor Journal, and the reporting of this matter to the National Council of
Examiners for Engineering and Surveying (NCEES), identifying Respondent by name.

Respondent admits to the facts reciled herein. Respondent acknowledges awarcuess of
the recited laws and/or rules and states that it will comply with all applicablc laws and rules
hencelorth, Respondent has been advised of its right to appeal; and it states affirmatively that it
has been afforded all administrative remedies due it under the law. Respondent further
acknowledges awareness of the fact that the signed original of this Consent Order will remain in
the custody of the Board as a public record and will be made available for public inspection and
copying upon request.

Therefore, in consideration of the foregoing and by signing this Consent Order,
Resporndent does hereby waive its right to a hearing before the Boaxd, to the presenting of
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evidenee and withesses on its behalf, to Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law m this case, and
to judicial review of this Consent Oviler,

Respundunt hereby represents (a) that il 'iillly understands the meaning and intent of this
Consent Order, including but not limited 1o ts Gnal and binding effect, (b) that it hag voluntarily
entered into this Consent Qrder and that ng other promise or agreement of iy kind has been
made 1o or with him by any person whalsoever (o cause the execution of this instremoent and (¢)
that the sanctions set ol 1o His Consent Order do oot prevent {he Bowrd ffom taking furher
disciplinary ov enforcement action against Respondent on matters not specHically addressed in this
Consent Quder,

WHEREFORIH, the Louisiana Professional Bngineering and Land Surveying Board and
Respondent agrec that:

L. Respondent shall pay & fine of one thousaod (51,000,000 dollars, which shall be
tendered (o the Board by certified check payable to the Board, due upon the signing of this
Cangsent Qvder: and

2 Respondent shall pay administrative costs of fowr hundred seventy-foar and 507100
{($474.50) dollars, which shall be tendered Lo the Board by certified check pavable to the Beoard,
due upon the signing of this Copsent Order; and

3, This Consent Order shatl he published ou the Board s website and a summary of
this matter shall be printed in the official journal of the Bowd, the Lowisiuna Kngineer and
Surveyvor Journal, und reported to the National Counci] of Gxaminers for lingineering and
Surveying (NCEER), idenlifying Respondent by name; and

o, This Consent Qrder shall not become cffective unless and until it is accepted and
signed by wnd on behalf of the Board. Shoukl the Boasd nol accept and sign this Cousent Order,
it is agrevd ihatl presevlution of this matter to the Board shall not prejudice the Board or any of it
wembers, stall, atiorneys or representatives from farther participation. consideration, or
regolution of any [arther proceedings herein,

LOUISIANA PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING
AND LAND SURVEVYING BOARD

DATE: ’7/ 2 /@W“’f‘ i sy o A Dindivt

DONNA D. SENTELL. Efcculive Director
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| 6/5/2014
DATE: |

Witnesses (0 tho signature of
Symerpgy L.L.C.

Print Name: __Patrick I, Randall

Print Mame:

John S;J&iﬂ ﬁ— o

Steven B. Loch

Breazeale Sachse & Wilson, T.L.P.
P.O. Box 3197

Baton Rouge, LA 7082]-3197
Telephone: (225) 381-8050

Attorneys Tor Syntergy LL.C.

SYNTERGY LLL.CL. Respondent
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Y
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EVERETT 1. PASTUREAU, Member



